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tian and Coptic, the Libyan dialects, such as Tuareg
(Kabyl and Tamasheg), Hausa, the Kushitic or Ethi-
opian languages, including the Beja dialects, the Soho,
Falasha, Agau, Galla, Dankali, and Somali. Even the
Hottentot and Bushman languages are referred by
Lepsius to the same zone.

The languages of the third zone are considered by
Lepsius as alien, and as having reached Africa from
the East at different times and by different roads. He
looks upon the Bantu languages as the true aboriginal
nucleus of African speech, and he attempts to show
that the languages of the Northern zone are modifica-
tions of Bantu speech, produced by contact and more
or less violent friction with the languages of the
Hamitic zone and with Semitic languages also.

This would considerably simplify the linguistic
map of Africa; the question is whether this bold
attempt will stand the test of further inquiry.

America.

The greatest diversity of opinion prevails with
regard to the languages of America. Some scholars
see nothing but diversity, others discover everywhere
traces of uniformity, if not in the radical elements, at
least in the formal structure of these languages. With-
out trying to anticipate the results of further research,
which is now actively pushed forward by some of the
most eminent scholars in America, we may safely
accept at least four centres of language clearly defined
and separated from the rest.

(i) The languages of the Red Indians in the North,
with numerous subdivisions;